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Subject: Civil Administration Response to the "Peace Now" Report

We were disappointed to see that despite the clarifications made by the Civil Administration regarding the previous report and the database given to Peace Now, the most recent report is still inaccurate in many places, thus misrepresenting the reality concerning the status of the settlements.
Without detailing every error in the report, we will mention that there are only 120 settlements in the region of Judea and Samaria, while the report includes details regarding lands upon which illegal posts were built, as well, thereby deliberately creating the illusion of a larger percentage of privately owned Palestinian land upon which settlements have been built.

Moreover, despite an explicit clarification, Peace Now continues to denote settlements constructed on Israeli owned land as constructed on Palestinian land, adding to the mistaken illusion of distorted facts.
Furthermore, the report continues to ignore the fact that until the Supreme Court’s ruling on the matter of “Elon Moreh” in 1979, some of the settlements were established by means of requisitioning of land for military purposes, including privately owned land (even though it has been since clarified that most of the requisition orders were unnecessary, seeing as the settlements were established on state lands).  Nevertheless, the report refers to these settlements as though they were established after the aforementioned ruling.
We will like to further note that the delineation of settlements as defined by Peace Now, by way of including land where undisturbed access is given to the Palestinian land owners, does not match the actual boundaries of the settlements.  This creates, yet again, the illusion of a larger percentage of Palestinian owned land, into which the settlements have allegedly “invaded”.

We once again wish to clarify that for the past few years the Civil Administration performs regular examinations of the status of the land prior to any planning proceedings and/or the allotting of lands.  This is done by way of a thorough examination of the lands’ status in order to prevent any harm to, or exploitation of privately owned Palestinian land for the sake of Israeli settlement.

Captain Zidki Maman, Civil Administration Spokesman
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